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If It Be HoUr If It Be Not, 

H»ppy ie the men whose God 
ie the Lord ! 

About six hundred years be- 
fore Christianity broke in anon 
the world and drove back the 
mist of ecclesiastic! am and rent 
asunder the vuil of idolatry, the 
children ot Israel were bowed 
down by shame and tyranny. 
They were dreadful sinners iq 
the sight ot God, and he had 
withdrawn the shades of the 
heavenly cedars, and the dews of 
Hermon no more fell upon them. 

They were slaves under a 
foreign kins, and as a judgment 
tor their unfaithfulness to their 
God and his religion, their 
hearth-stones were torn up, the 
glory of their city had departed, 
and Jerusalem became the abode 
of wild beasts and birds. The 
harp of David no more sent sweet 
melody across the hills and val- 
leys toward the crystal Jordan, 
neither did the air-waves there- 
from ripple upon the bosom ol 
the pool of Silaam. But down 
in the bondage of Babylon, eat 
the sweet singers of Israel, dis- 
consolate, unhonored and weary 
from the toils of burdensome 
hours. 

Among them eat a Daniel, a 
Shadrack, a Meshaok ami Abed- 
nego. 

Tbe great king had seen a 
wonderful image, that troubled 
hie soul thereafter night and day. 
'The head rested at Babylon and 
ite legs, feet and toea reached to 
the end of the world. The ages 
have been walking down this 
image and the toe nails have not 
been discovered yet. Tbe king 
was troubled because he did not 
know what it meant. He sought 
for interpreters. God was with 
Daniel and gave him kaowledge 
about the image. In return the 
king madu Daniel the third man, 
ol authority in the kingdom. 
Daniel bad throe true friends, 
and these were placed in eu 
thority at his request. 

A devotional feeling came up- 
on NebuchadnesEar,the king, anil 
he had a gold god made, of im- 
mense proportions, and set him 
up in the plains for the people to 
worship. 

They came around, shooting, 
singing and raising a storm of 
mum', Mini Hie multitude bowed 
down lo I he idol and worshiped 
him. Daniel's three friends did 
not bow in worship to an idol. 
These men were Bet over the af- 
fairs of the province iu Babylon. 
Their 'bread and butter' depended 
upon strict obedience to tbe king. 
Their salaries were not only in 
danger of being out down, but 


then their lives were in danger 
should they dare to act contrary 
to tbe king's decree. But they 
aid. They had learned to wor- 
ship the true God, and to serve 
him alone. Complaint waa 
loged against them for not prec 
ticing the king's religion, and 
they were arraigned for dis- 
obedience. To the accusation 
they answered in this manner : 
It it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning Sery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thy hand 
king. But if not, be it known 
to thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods nor worship the 
goldeu'image which thou has set 
up, Then was enacted the nar- 
rative of the 'Hebrew children 
and the fiery furnace.' 

Those children trusted in God, 

A true trust ! 

A substantial trust! 

A powerful trust ! 

A remarkable trust ! 

A mighty trust ! 

A wonderful trust! 

A glorious trust ! 

'God can deliver us out of your 
hands, king, if he wants to; 
but if he don't, we will not wor- 
ship your idols.' 

Halleluiah for men of such 
principle. We will worship God, 
and none other, if it be so or if it 
be not so, with us. 

This ia tbe feeling of heart that 
should move every one in their 
relation to every thing that they 
meet with iu life, especially every 
reform movement, and whatever 
is known to be wrong. How 
prevalent is the way among men 
to look at self interests when any 
issue is forced upon them, rather 
than to seek to know what ie 
right and abide by it, let conse- 
quences be as they will. God 
can deliver us if he will, but if 
he does not we will stand up aod 
do right any way. 

Years ago there were two con- 
gressmen in the Senate of the 
United States. One waa weak in 
conscience and fearful, and when 
he discussed any question, he 
arose with this customary ad- 
dress : 

Ma. Phibidbnt, It is not ex- 
pedient to 

Then followed the true and 
brave-hearted Sumnerwith these 
thundering words in reply : 

Mk. President, The question 
is not whether it is expedient, 
but it it right 1 

Those are the words of God's 
true noblemen, and they are 
heard pealing fourth from 
mouths down the ages, and the 
threats of burnings, the pains of 
the stock and the horrors of the 
inquisition have not been able to 
cow the tongues that uttered 
them. If it be so or if it be not, 
tbe right must be regarded. 

Blandina is a name that thou- 
sands of Christian mothers 
should honor in naming their 
daughters. She was a poor 
slave girl fifteen years of age, 
converted to Christianity iu the 
second century, and put to every 
torture tbat depraved human 
ingenuity could invent. 'She 
was kept in a loathsome dun- 
geon, and brought into the 
amphitheater at Rome daily to 
see the agonies of her companions 
as they were roasted in the iron 
chair, or torn to pieces by lions. 
Her spirit was clothed with 
superhuman endurance, for al- 
though racked from morning till 
night so tbat her tormentors were 
obliged to relieve each other for 
reat, her constancy vanquished 
their patience, ber only answer 
being: "I am a Christian, no 


wickedness is done by us.'" 
She was taken to the oircus, and 
she was suspendsd upon across, 
within reach of the wild beasts, 
to frighten her fellow confessors. 
Tbe multitude howled lor her 
life, and a lion waa turned loose 
upon the poor child, but not a 
quiver passed over her frame. 
She looked into its face, and 
smiled with hsr countenance 
radiant with love, and tbe savage 
monster did not touch her. By 
tbe grace of God this poor slave 
girl bid defiance to the Roman 
Empire. Her intrepid spirit 
showed how Jesus could crown 
a human conscience and make it 
Queen to rebuke sin and cruelty 
by the meek eloquence of love. 
'The brightest page of Roman 
history was written that day, tn 
the beams of that child's hope.' 
If it be so or if it be not : 'No 
wickedness is done by us.' The 
power of God will give sufficient 
strength to the weakest to with- 
stand any cruelty if there is com- 
plete resignation in the heart ; or 
power to resist any temptation 
the servants ot eatan can devise. 

The lesson of the Hebrew 
children should inspire every 
child of God, and furnish him a 
motto for action in life. God 
can deliver, and if it be not so, 
we will do no sin at any rate, 
knowingly. 

This furnishes a lesson for 
practical life. Even now honor, 
prosperity, earthly fame and 
society standing are at times 
threatened if men do not worship 
this image or the other. Men 
will ignore the plainest com- 
mands ot Christ, rather than thus 
jeopardize their prospects. 

Men, and Christian men too, 
will stifle the convictions of (heir 
soul and become partners in 
great crime, rather than sutler 
loss financially. Even some go 
so far as to openly advocate the 
licensing ot sin and iniquity, for 
gain. They justify the wicked 
for reward, aod fall under tbe 
dreadful woes pronounced by 
God, upon the sinful. 

Church members, beware, be- 
ware that you do not sell your 
soul for thirty pieces of stiver as 
Judas did. When you feel and 
know what Is wrong you are un- 
faithful to God and your Saviour 
if you do not bid farewell to every 
fear and boldly stand out against 
it, should it make demands of 
you, as the image worshipers of 
Nebuchadnezzar made demands of 
the Hebrew children, God is on 
the side of right, truth and 
righteousness every time, let the 
possibilities and probabilities ol 
accomplishing something be 
what they may. Daniel w«b 
alone, Elijah was alone, and they 
stood up for the right, so should 
the reader stand alone, in the 
right, if all his neighbors and 
friends have gone after Baal. 


the kingdom. The water is, without 
doubt, used In a figurative write, and 
baptism is only a birth In symbol. One 
question arises here of grout weight. 
Have men the assuranoe of entering 
the kingdom tben without tbe baptism 
or birth ot water which ta symbolical ? 
Tbe scriptures do not warrant any roan 
fco so preach. God can do what be will 
with that which Is his own, but man 
baa do authority to promise entrance 
Into the kingdom of God, except upon 
the prom isea of the law and testimony 
of Christ. 


Our work ia tbe Cities must neces- 
sarily be confined largely to the com- 
mon classes. Tbe aristocracy will not 
comb down readily to our humble ways ; 
neither can we come up to their ways. 
But tbe common people la the class 
that God ia moat anxious to reach, be- 
cause they are tbe truest to him. So 
all tbinga work together for good to 
those who love tbe Lord. 


There are Ave Judgments pictured In 
tbe xxiv. and xxv. chapters of Matthew 
which will be carried out at tbe resur- 
rection of tbe just, when Jesus will 
come the second time to aet up his 
spiritual kingdom. 1 . The separation 
of the good from tbe evil. 

2. A sifting out of the untrue ser- 
vants, delineated la the parable ot tbe 
faithful and unfaithful servants. 

3. A sifting out of tbat targe class of 
Indolent and careless professors of His 
name who are trying to do just aa tittle 
as possible and still believe in their 
hearts that they will be able to enter 
In, which Is pictured out In the ten vlr. 
gins, the foolish virgiua representing 
this olaaa of small workers. No pun- 
ishment is pronounced upon this class, 
except the Lord will not know them. 
They do so little that they will not be 
ready when the Lord comes. 

4. A sifting out of tbe buy profess- 
ore, presented In tbe parable of the 
Stewarts to whom talents were given. 
The slothful man done nothing, and 
aimed only to return to tbe Lord' what 
he received of him. He shall be pun- 
ished. 

8. A general -sifting ot tbe flock, 
which will take out tbe goats, the 
false, aristocratic, Btlngy-hearted and 
hypocritical professors, such aa never 
did anything to help the needy. They 
shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The correct position on the Com- 
munion.— A brother aays In writing 
about the com mu nion : ' I do n ot think 
we can be called a close communion 
people any more than open communion 
as our motto is, "Let a man examine 
himself and so let him eat." We do not 
invite men to come nor do we drive 
them away.' 


Christians are to do all that It is 
their duty to do, and yet they are to 
call themselves unprofitable servants. 
How many are there who try to do as 
little as possible, to get to tbe happy 
place. * 

The Saviour aays, Except a man be 
born of water and the spirit be can not 
see the kingdom of God.' There is 
certainly only one birth meant in this 
expression, as tbe context proves that 
only one birth was necessary to enter 


Tbe triumph of the wicked la 
short. Ha man lays his plans, builds 
bis gallows, and is bung upon it for 
bis sins. Nebuchadnezzar spends his 
hours in rioting and revelry, till tbe 
band writing on the wall foretells bis 
tearful doom. Herod riots in atn till 
the angel of the Lord smites him, and 
he is eaten alive by worms. 

Eld. E. H, Bolton la a canvasser for 
tbe Findlay College, an institution be- 
longing to tbe Church of God. He 

writes sketches of bis travels under tbe 

title of 'Bolton's Notes by the Way,' In 

their church paper. Recently be wrote : 

'What a pity it Is that churches in 

5 laces allow themselves to quarrel and 
Ivide over trivlalttea. In a certain 
town in tbe state of Missouri there is a 
Congregational chapel, old and wealb. 
srbeaten, long since emptied of its con- 
gregation through internal dissension, 
caused by a brother being brought un- 
der discipline for chopping a little wood 
on Sunday. For this offense he was 
brought before the church on the 
charge of 'desecrating the Sabbath,' 
and anally expelled from its fellowship. 
While tbe case was pending, one phase 
developed another till tbe whole church 
became Involved in a fierce war, which 
terminated tn tbe complete destruction 
of tbe church. We know occurrences 
of a similar character elsewhere. At 
Syracuse, lud., at the dedicatory exer- 
cises of the German Baptist church 
building (tbe Conservatives}, a lady 
having brought a vase of flowers and 
placed them upon the pal pit, the of- 
tl elating minister ordered the flowers 
to be moved, which caused an offense, 
which since has culminated in church 
trouble, occasioning the necessity of a 
church trial, and I am told the end Is 
not yet. Surely, the world has not 
seen the last of tbe business ot strain- 
ing at gnats and swallowing camels.' 


Btstar 5. P. Stevens, of Beatrice, Neb. 
Is able to again favor us wltb an article 
for tbe Slaters' Department. 

Marsh ia now here and reminds as 
that in religion we should move on ta 
the truer, higher and better Ufa la 

Christ J eeuB 


It la well enough to have officers and 
install them, but the wonderful pomp 
and foolery that attend tbe seating of 
Presidents In later years, Is an evidence 
of tbe decay of this government. Tbe 
account reads like tbe story of pomp 
and foolery of the last Roman emperors, 
and of other nation* now burled. 


A publication ia sent us, which is 
called ' The Ne w Ch rist ianlty . ' We re- 
gard this as an unfortunate selection 
of a name. The old Christianity is 
what we want, and what every one 
needs. 


Okm or Ten.— An exchange la offer- 
ing great premiums for subscribers, 
and asks for 20,000 subscriptions. Of 
course it does not expect to get quite 
so many. Tben It says, 'that would be 
only one of every ten of our member- 
ship.' At times ws think our breth- 
ren are not doing their duty toward 
this paper, then again when we look at 
tbe fact that our circulation Is one 
paper to every six or seven of our mem- 
bership, wears made to feel that we 
should not complain. Rut we know 
that if our burden could be placed upon 
the shoulders ot many brethren for a 
time, they would feel more sympathy, 
and not deal wltb us (in the cold, ex- 
acting manner of tba world. Some are 
so uncharitable as to expect aa much 
of ub, lu publishing a paper whose re- 
ceipts are barely two thousand dollars 
a year, of fair and creditable size, 
as they would of others whose receipt* 
are thirty- Ave to forty thouaand a 
year, and papers but a little larger. 
Just stop and think how the Lord will 
size up such a brother. 


It la both a privilege and duty to give 
to the Lord. All men possess ia tbe 
Lord's. Men buy from one another, 
but tbe purchase and sale are only 
transfer of. a privilege to use and im- 
prove a certain property. It still be- 
longs to the Lord. Yes, we believe 
with Bro. Lehman, that every one 
should contribute to the Lord. He ta 
the great Nobleman, and If he has al- 
lowed a certain man prosperity, and he 
usee it all for himself , neither paying 
anything to tbe Lord, or increasing it 
for blm, tbe day or reckoning will be a 
sad one to him. 


Take the Evangelist to your 
brother neighbor who is not tak- 
ing it. Tell him that mnoh 
sacrifice is being made by his 
brethren to supply this indiapen- 
sible want ot tbe Brotherhood, 
and that he ought to do ae muoh 
at least as to put it into bis own 
home, and bear tbat little portion 
ot the burden. 


Misplaced. 

A cannon almost protrudes its 
muzzle from tbe door of the Old 
South Meeting house, in Boston. 
In order to preserve the building 
aa a historic monument, all sorts 
of exhibitions are now given in 
it, tbe proceeds of which are ap- 
propriated to paying the debt; 
but a cannon's month at a church 
door, even if the church be now 
need as a museum of curiosities, 
is a sad and repulsive sight. 
Christ came to abolish just such 
a weapon as is here preserved. 
A Christian church should no 
more exhibit warlike weapons 
than it should paste obscene and" 
profane mottoes on its walls. 
Christ came to change swords to 
plows, as well as oaths to pray- 
ers. — Am. Advocate of Peace. 


Married. 
Slocum— W ampler.— On Tuesday, 
Feb. list) i. at the residence of tbe un- 
dersigned, 311 Middle street, Dayton, 
Mr. Morton G. Slocum of Asfaland.O., 
and Miss Lottie E. Wamplsr of Far- 
mersville, O., were united in matri- 
mony. 

• Edwabd Mason. 
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Lovetl'8 IJuide to Horticulture. 

Published by the J. T. Lovelt Company, 
Little Hi Ivor, K. J., la unquestionably the 
flu eat It atalogue of nuraery products ever 
laufHl by any noraery In ihla or any other 
country, lb the matter of illustrations, cov- 
er and colored plataa It la decidedly 
unique, chaste and reflned aod fully abreast 
with the time*. It contains a full and miu- 
plate Hit of Fruit and Ornamental Traee, 
Shrubs, Vlnea and Craapara, Hedge and 
Herherluue Plant*, ate., all fully described 
and 11 1 (unrated ,and belbf properly arranged 
and Disseised with botanical aa well aa 
common nainee rand era It a book of far 
inorailhan mere temporary value, It la Bent, 
with colored plataa tor 10 eta., or without 
plataa f re*. 

Th« Taajmuar for Paafor and People en- 
ter* upon the new year with an excellent 
number- It hsa four fall eermona, every 
one of which li werth a year** aabecrlptlon 
to the magazine. They are by Dra. Wbauton, 
and Tatma«e, and Ravi, Arthur Ritchie land 
Peytou P. Hoge. All Departmenta are wall 
flUed. Yearly, H-Sa. Clerar.**. aliujlo coplea, 

■•ana 

The enUrprlalng Bait) mora a Oblo rail- 
road company have leaned an eUfaat 
phampblot called, a'Oolde to Waahtofton.' 
Too r lata. 


HH 


